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A Cafe  */  Inverted  Uterus.  By  A.  Hamil- 
ton, AT.  D.  F.  R.  S.  Ed.  Profeffor  of 
Midwifery  in  the  Univerftty,  and  Fellow 
of  the  Royal  College  of  Fbyficians  of  Edin- 
burgh. 

OF  the  accidents  which  occur  in  confe- 
quence  of  parturition,  none  is  perhaps 
more  liable  to  happen  under  the  management 
of  ignorant  pra&itioners,  than  inverfion  of 
the  uterus. 

Fortunately,  however,  in  the  greatefl:  number 
of  fuch  cafes,  the  inverfion  is  only  partial ; a 
circumltance,  to  which  probably  may  be  attri- 
buted the  many  hiftories  of  favourable  termi- 
nation of  inverted  uterus,  which  have  lately 
been  recorded  by  medical  writers. 

The  following  cafe  differs  from  every 

other  which  I have  had  accefs  to  know. 

The 
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The  publication  of  it  may  therefore  prove 
ufeful. 

In  the  year  1777,  a midwife  (who  died 
feveral  years  ago)  attended  the  labour  of  a 
lady,  who  before  had  been  the  mother  of  fe- 
veral children. 

The  labour  was  as  favourable  as  could  be 
wiflied,  and,  after  a few  hours,  a living  child 
was  born.  At  that  time,  however,  the  mid- 
wife received  a preffing  meffage  from  another 
patient,  which  induced  her  to  extra#  the 
placenta  as  expeditioufly  as  fhe  poflibly  could. 

The  violence  with  which  this  was  accom- 
plifhed,  gave  the  patient  very  great  torture, 
fucceeded  by  pains  refembling  the  throes  of 
labour,  attended  with  much  draining,  bearing 
down,  and  fuppreffion  of  urine,  along  with  a 
confiderable  degree  of  haemorrhagy. 

Thefe  fymptoms  continued  for  nearly  thirty- 
fix  hours,  during  which  time  the  midwife  was 
abfent.  From  the  report  of  the  attendants  on 
her  return,  Ihe  allured  the  patient,  that  (he 
had  another  child  to  bear,  which,  (lie  added, 
eafily  accounted  for  what  fhe  had  differed. 

Having  paffed  her  hand  within  the  vagina, 
fhe  felt  a round  hard  fubftance.  This  con- 
firmed 
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firmed  her  opinion  ; and  therefore,  fhe  pro- 
nounced the  bulky  body  to  be  the  head 
of  a dead  child,  which,  (he  faid,  (lie  would 
be  able  to  remove,  without  occafioning  much 
pain. 

For  this  purpofe,  (lie  grafped  the  round 
fubftance  with  her  hand,  and  began  to  pull  it 
down  with  the  greateft  force  ; and  this 
(he  continued  to  do,  till  (lie  was  obliged 
to  defift,  from  her  own  hrength  having  failed  j 
for  (he  did  not  regard  the  dreadful  cries  of 
the  patient,  nor  the  threatening  fymptoms  of 
convulfions. 

The  attendants  then  infilled  on  my  being 
fent  for.  On  my  arrival,  I found  a large 
lle(hy  mafs,  protruded  from  the  pudendum, 
and  extending  very  nearly  to  the  knees ; this  I 
immediately  knew  was  the  uterus  in  an  in- 
verted (late.  The  midwife,  however,  having 
aliened,  that  no  fuch  accident  had  happened, 
I called  for  a taper,  and,  drawing  back  the 
bed-clothes,  (hewed  her  the  effedls  of  her  in- 
human raflmefs.  From  this  circumdance, 
having  an  opportunity  of  examining  the  cafe 
very  accurately,  I difcovered,  that  the  uterus, 

and 
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and  along  with  it  the  vagina,  were  completely 
inv  rted. 

rI  he  date  of  the  unfortunate  patient  was 
highly  alarming  : her  pulfe  was  fcarcely  per- 
ceptible, and  (he  had  clammy  fweats,  attended 
with  fainting.  In  Short,  from  every  fymptom, 
there  was  great  reafon  to  apprehend  immedi* 
ate  death. 

I refolved,  however,  to  attempt  to  reduce 
the  inverfion  ; but  1 iound  it  impracticable ; 
for  the  os  uteri  had  contracted  very  much, 
and  was  fo  rigid,  that  it  rendered  the  return 
of  fo  large  a body  as  the  uterus,  then  was, 
abfolutely  impoffible. 

As  every  attempt  to  reduce  the  inverfion 
had  failed,  and  increafed  the  difpofitio'n  to 
faintings,  and  threatening  convulsions,  I was 
obliged  to  content  myfelf  wirh  replacing  the 
vagina,  and  pufhing  up  the  uterus  within  it. 
This,  I confefs,  I did  more  for  the  fake  of 
decency,  than  from  any  hope  of  faving  the 
patienr,  whofe  cafe  I confidcred  as  defperate. 

Soon  after  this  had  been  accomplished,  her 
pulfe  having  become  Stronger,  I gave  her  35 
drops  of  tinCfc.  thebaic,  and  took  my  leave  for 
that  night. 


On 
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On  my  return  next  morning,  I learned,  that 
(lie  had  dept  quietly  for  fix  hours  after  taking  the 
opiate;  but,fince  that  time,  (he  had  fuffered  vio- 
lent pain,  from  the  inverted  uterus  being  again 
protruded  through  the  os  externum,  in  confe- 
quence  of  having  turned  on  her  knees,  from 
an  urgent  defire  to  make  water. 

The  redu&ion  of  the  inverfion  was  again 
found  impracticable;  and  therefore,  being  en- 
couraged by  the  temporary  relief  which  had 
enfued  from  replacing  the  uterus  within  the 
vagina,  I determined  to  confine  my  views  to 
that  practice  alone.  I hoped,  by  doing  fo,  at 
leaft  to  obviate  the  violent  pain,  the  fuppref- 
fion  of  urine,  and  the  tenefmus,  which  were 
occafioned  by  the  protrufion  of  the  uterine 
tumour. 

I therefore  reduced  the  uterus  within  the 
vagina,  and  retained  it  there  by  means  of  a 
ring  peflary,  mounted  with  fponge. 

By  this  treatment,  to  my  great  fatisfaCfion, 
the  bearing  down  pain  gradually  abated,  and 
the  patient  made  water  freely  foon  after. 

During  feveral  days,  there  was  a fetid  pu- 
rulent difchargc  from  the  vagina,  and  there- 
fore 
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fore  topical  injections  were  frequently  em- 
ployed, and  the  bark  was  given  internally. 

About  fourteen  or  fifteen  days  after  the 
uterus  had  been  retained  within  the  parts* 
the  vagina  afiumed  a gangrenous  appearance, 
which  rendered  it  neceflary  to  withdraw  the 
peflary,  notwithftanding  which  the  uterus  kept 
its  fituation. 

From  this  period,  the  patient  gradually  re- 
covered, although,  for  feveral  months,  fhe 
was  very  much  debilitated,  and  fubjeCf  to  fluor 
albus,  and  moderate  uterine  hcemorrhagy,  from 
time  to  time. 

In  fix  months,  fhe  began  to  recover  hef 
appetite  and  ftrength,  and  was  able  to  take 
more  exercife  than  could  have  been  ex- 
pected; for  I met  her  one  day  when  fhe 
had  walked  above  a mile  and  a half,  with- 
out much  inconvenience,  except  being  greatly 
fatigued. 

At  the  end  of  twelve  months  fhe  was 
quite  well,  able  to  take  the  charge  of  her 
family  as  ufual,  and  became  regular  in  the 
menftrual  evacuation,  though  the  uterus  con- 
tinues completely  inverted. 


The 
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The  principal  medicines  which  Hie  took 
during  her  convalefcence,  were,  the  Peruvian 
bark  and  vitriolic  acid.  She  had  recourfe  alfo 
to  the  country  air,  and  uled  the  cold  bath. 

It  is  now  fourteen  years  fince  the  accident 
happened,  yet  the  patient  lives,  and.  enjoys  a 
tolerably  good  hate  of  health. 

To  this  cafe  I am  induced  to  add  a few 
obfervations  on  Inverfio  Uteri,  for  which  the 
importance  of  the  fubje#  is  a fufficient  apo- 
logy. 

The  uterus,  at  the  full  term  of  geftation, 
when  emptied  of  the  liquor  amnii,  and  child, 
is  a large  bag,  fupported  only  at  the  cervix  by 
the  ligaments  which  fix  it  to  the  fides  of  the 
pelvis,  and  connected  with  the  vagina  below. 
Part  of  the  bladder  is  attached  to  the  fore 
part  of  its  cervix,  and  the  return  is  flightly 
fixed  to  the  back  of  the  fame  part. 

In  this  fituation,  the  uterus,  in  natural  ca- 
fes, after  the  patient  has  recovered  from  the 
fliock  of  delivery,  begins  to  contra#  on  all 
fides,  by  which  means  the  placenta  is  feparat- 
ed  and  expelled.  If,  however,  the  praftition- 
er  does  not  wait  for  this  contraftion,  but  pulls 
Vol.VI.Dec.II.  X by 
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by  the  umbilical  cord,  as  the  cake  is  gener- 
ally attached  to  Come  part  of  the  fundus,  fel- 
dom  at  the  cervix,  the  uterus  will  be  invert- 
ed. 

Some  authors  have  endeavoured  to  prove, 
that  the  womb,  if  fuddenly  emptied  of  its 
contents,  may  be  inverted  by  the  bearing 
down  of  the  patient,  pufhing  the  fundus 
through  the  open  os  uteri ; but  the  reafons 
hitherto  offered,  to  fupport  the  probability  of 
fuch  an  occurrence,  feem  to  me  to  be  very 
unfatisfa&ory,  and  are  by  no  means  convin- 
cing. 

In  cafes  of  very  large  pelvis,  when  the  la- 
bour pains  are  ftrong  and  forcing,  if  the  con- 
volutions of  the  cord  round  the  child  be 
confiderable,  the  uterus  may,  in  fome  degree, 
be  inverted.  This  is,  however,  an  accident 
which  can  be  attended  with  no  difagreeable 
confequences,  under  the  management  of  a ju- 
dicious pra&itioncr. 

There  are  two  kinds  of  inverfion  of  the  u- 
terus.  Thefe  differ  materially  from  each  o- 
ther,  in  fymptoms  and  event.  Hence,  though 
they  are  only  degrees  of  the  fame  difeafe, 

they  require  different  treatment,  and  may  be 

termed 
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termed  the  Partial,  and  the  Complete  Inver- 
fion. 

The  former  of  thefe  is  diftinguifhed  from 
the  latter,  by  its  appearance  on  examination, 
and  by  the  fymptoms  which  fupervene. 

The  uterus,  when  partially  inverted,  does 
not  hang  without  the  pudendum,  but  is  felt 
within  the  vagina,  as  a round  firm  fubftance, 
refembling  the  head  of  a child.  It  was  this 
circumftance  which  deceived  the  midwife,  in 
the  cafe  I have  defcribed.  In  this  difeafe, 
therefore,  the  fundus  uteri  alone  is  protruded 
through  the  os  tincae,  which  may  readily  hap- 
pen from  its  unfupported  date,  if  the  cord 
be  violently  pulled,  before  the  womb  con- 
trails. 

When,  however,  the  uterus  is  completely 
inverted,  the  tumour  extends  from  the  pu- 
dendum to  the  knees  ; and  the  vagina,  being 
alfo  protruded,  is  turned  out  like  the  finger 
of  a glove.  This  circum fiance  cannot  happen 
without  laceration  of  the  ligaments,  &c.  which 
conneff  the  uterus  to  the  fides  of  the  pelvis. 
I he  bladder  muft  alfo  be  unavoidably  drawn 
out  of  its  fituation. 

X 2 
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The  Complete  inverfion  of  the  uterus  can- 
not therefore  be  induced,  except  by  very  vio- 
lent and  forcible  efforts ; confequently,  the 
pra&itioner  who  is  guilty  of  occafioning  fuch 
an  accident,  muff  be  deftitute  of  every  prin- 
ciple of  humanity,  as  the  pain  attending  fo 
dreadful  an  operation  mud  be  almofl  infup- 
portable. 

The  dangers  to  be  dreaded  from  the  Par- 
tial inverfion  of  the  uterus,  are  profufe  uter- 
ine hasmorrhagy,  and  inflammation  of  the 
womb,  with  its  confequences.  The  fuppref- 
fion  of  urine,  and  tenefmus,  which  fupervene 
for  fome  days,  are  only  temporary  fymptoms, 
which  difappear  in  proportion  as  the  bulk  of 
the  womb  decreafes. 

In  fuch  cafes,  the  htemorrhagy  often  proves 
fatal ; for  the  orifices  of  the  large  blood- 
vcffels,  with  which  the  placenta  was  conneft- 
cd,  pour  out  a vafl  quantity  of  blood  in  a 
very  fhort  time. 

This,  however,  is  not  always  followed  by 
death  ; for  the  orifices,  being  expofed,  in  fome 
degree,  to  the  aftion  of  the  air,  have  their 
diameters  contra&ed,  or  plugged  up  by  coa- 
giila,  while  the  os  tineas,  by  prefling  the  fun- 
dus 
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dus  uteri  violently,  prevents  the  blood  from 
flowing  into  the  large  arterial  trunks. 

From  this  view,  therefore,  it  is  certainly 
often  in  the  power  of  the  pra&itioner  to  pre- 
vent the  fatal  termination  of  this  difeafe,  even 
though  the  uterus  cannot  be  replaced  in  its 
natural  (late.  If,  however,  the  redu&ion  can- 
not be  accomplilhed,  the  patient  is  generally 
expofed  to  uterine  haemorrhagy  during  the  re- 
mainder of  her  life,  whenever  fhe  is  fatigued, 
or  makes  any  confiderable  exertion. 

In  every  cafe,  therefore,  of  Partial  Tnver- 
fion  of  the  uterus,  the  complete  xeduftion 
ought  to  be  attempted.  Dr  White’s  method, 
for  this  purpofe,  will  often  fucceed,  when  e- 
very  other  fails,  and  fhould  therefore  be  always 
adopted. 

If  the  redu&ion  of  the  uterus  cannot  be 
cffeCled,  which  can  very  rarely  be  done  where 
proper  affiftance  has  not  been  procured  foon 
after  the  accident,  the  practitioner,  for  the 
reafons  already  dated,  fhould  not  defpond, 
but  ought  to  employ  every  means  in  the  pow- 
er of  our  art,  to  flop  or  moderate  uterine  ha> 
morrhagy. 
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The  Complete  inverfion  of  the  uterus  is  fob 
lowed  by  confequences  much  more  danger- 
ous than  thofe  which  occur  in  the  Partial 
one. 

The  patient  feels  the  mofl:  excruciating  pain; 
deliquia  and  convulfions  fucceed,  which  induce 
almofl  immediate  death.  In  five  or  fix  cafes, 
where  this  horrible  accident  had  happened,  al- 
though I was  in  the  patient’s  houfe  within  from 
a quarter  to  three  quarters  of  an  hour  after- the 
inverfion,  they  had  all  expired  before  my  ar- 
rival. 

From  authors  having  univerfally  mentioned 
profufe  uterine  hcemorrhagy  as  the  confe- 
quence  of  the  complete  inverfion  of  the  womb, 
I was  led  particularly  to  attend  to  that  cir- 
cumftance;  and,  in  no  fuch  cafe  did  lever 
obferve  more  than  a trifling  difcharge;  fo 
that  the  fatal  event  is  to  be  imputed  folely  to 
the  deliquia  and  convulfions.  Thefe  mud 
unavoidably  enfue  from  the  violent  injury 
done  by  the  laceration  of  the  ligaments,  See. 

It  is  probable,  that,  in  complete  inverfion, 
no  uterine  hcemorrhagy  can  take  place;  for 
the  ligaments  through  which  the  large  blood- 

veflcls 
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veffels  pafs  to  the  uterus,  mud  be  lacerated, 
or  very  much  flretched  ; in  either  of  which 
cafes,  the  paflage  of  the  blood  will  be  flopped. 

The  branches  of  the  hypogaflric,  which 
enter  the  uterus  at  its  cervix,  ferve,  in  fucli 
cafes,  to  nourifh  it,  and  hence  prevent  morti- 
fication of  that  organ,  in  the  event  of  the  pa- 
tient furviving,  as  in  the  cafe  which  I have 
related. 

There  is  much  reafon  to  believe,  that  it  is 
impoffiblc  to  reduce  the  completely  inverted 
uterus,  except  immediately  after  the  accident 
has  happened,  before  the  os  uteri  has  begun 
to  contrafl ; at  lead,  I have  tried  to  do  fo  in 
vain.  Dr  White’s  method  I have  always  fol- 
lowed, but  without  fuccefs;  and,  as  the  difeafe 
terminates  fatally  fo  fuddenly,  no  time  ought 
to  be  loft  in  making  fruitlefs  attempts.  Thofe 
pra£litioners  who  have  imagined  that  they  had 
replaced  the  inverted  uterus,  when  the  acci- 
dent had  happened  many  hours  before,  have 
miflaken  the  cafe  \ for,  under  fuch  circum- 
ftances,  the  uterus  can  only  have  been  parti- 
ally inverted. 

Some  doubts  have  occurred  to  me  with  re- 
X 4 fpeft 
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fpecl  to  the  propriety  of  reducing  the  com- 
pletely inverted  uterus  to  its  natural  fituation, 
even  though  it  were  pra&icable:  thefe  I can- 
not, on  this  occafion,  explain  fully.  In  order, 
however,  to  fugged  an  inquiry  into  the  fub- 
jcft.  I fliall  juft  mention,  that  they  are  found- 
ed on  the  date  in  which  the  uterus  would  be, 
were  it  perfectly  replaced. 

In  every  cafe  of  complete  inverfion,  I do 
not  hefitate  to  advife,  that  too  much  time 
fliould  not  be  exhaufted  in  attempting  the  re- 
duction ; aud  that,  if  convulfions  threaten, 
the  uterus  fliould  be  replaced  in  its  inverted 
ftate,  within  the  vagina,  and  retained  there. 

The  cafe  which  I have  defcribed,  exhibits 
an  example,  both  of  the  partial  and  complete 
inverfion  of  the  uterus  ^ no  inflance  of  which, 
I believe,  has  been  recorded  : It  affords  an 
example  of  recovery,  under  ci'rcumftances 
which,  in  the  greatefl:  number  of  flmilar  w>ell 
authenticated  cafes,  have  proved  fatal  to  the 
patient. 

My  ingenious  and  much  refpe&ed  friend, 
Dr  Denman,  has,  in  his  valuable  collection  of 

engravings,  obliged  the  world  with  the  repre- 
* • fentation 
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fentation  of  an  inverfion  of  the  uterus,  where 
the  patient  recovered  for  feveral  months. 
This  may  perhaps  be  confidered  by  feme,  as 
fimilar  to  that  which  occurred  to  me.  There 
are,  however,  circumflances  in  the  hiflory  of 
Dr  Denman’s  patient,  which  induce  me  to 
fufpeft,  that  the  inverfion  was,  in  her  cafe, 
only  partial. 

For  the  accident  was  not  difeovered,  in 
that  cafe,  till  twenty-four  hours  after  it  had 
occurred ; which  could  never  have  happen- 
ed, had  the  uterus  been  pulled  down  com- 
pletely through  the  os  tincm.  The  woman 
alfo  had  uterine  haemorrhagy,  which  does 
not,  I have  endeavoured  to  prove,  take  place 
in  complete  inverfion  ; and,  as  the  mofl  cer- 
tain confirmation  of  my  fufpicions,  the  liga- 
ments, as  reprefented  in  Dr  Denman’s  ele- 
gant plate,  though  “ altered  in  their  direc- 
tion,” are  nearly  in  their  ordinary  fituation, 
with  refpeft  to  their  connexion  with  the  fides 
of  the  pelvis. 

I will  conclude  thefe  obfervations,  by  re- 
marking, that,  from  what  I hare  feen  in  my 
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own  practice,  and  from  the  hiflories  1 have 
received  of  cafes,  in  that  of  others,  I am  led 
to  believe,  that  by  far  the  greater  number  of 
thofe  who  recover  from  Inverfio  Uteri,  have 
had  the  uterus  only  partially  inverted. 
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